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Resource Structure, Supply Forms, and
Demand Matching: An Effective Supply
Path for Rural Elderly Care Services

Nie Jianliang
(School of Public Administration, Northwest University, Xi'an 710127, China)

Abstract: This paper explores an effective supply path for rural elderly care services through the lens of
the "resource structure - supply form - supply and demand matching" framework. Elderly care service
resources in rural areas can be categorized into two primary types. The first type encompasses informal
resources provided by families and communities, capitalizing on the characteristics of the rural
"acquaintance society." The second type encompasses formal external resources provided by governments
(collective organizations) and the market. These diverse resources give rise to a multi-layered supply form
for elderly care services, tailored to the diverse needs of rural elderly individuals. The supply forms,
including family-based support, small-scale mutual assistance, rural happiness centers, and commercial
elderly care institutions, align respectively with different groups of rural elderly individuals with specific
characteristics, such as their self-care capability and economic status. To ensure the effective supply of rural
elderly care services, several policy measures are essential. These encompass enhancing top-level design,
fostering innovative collaborative resource supply mechanisms, establishing robust regulatory systems,
expanding financial support channels, and cultivating an age-friendly social environment.

Key words: rural elderly; elderly care service resources; supply forms of elderly care service;

effective supply
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